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We believe that landscape architecture in the 21st century is not merely an
aesthetic intervention, but a fundamental instrument for urban resilience. We
must take responsibility for influencing our surroundings considering the
climate problem and the rising danger of flash floods. As a result, our design
offers Guimardes a sustainable, ecologically oriented solution, rejecting the
conventional practice of concealing water and excluding nature. Based on this
understanding, we divided our concept into the following four phases,
adapting to the nature of the different scales.

The first phase addresses the relationship between greenery, the river, and the
built environment, aiming for a stable Green Ring through the green ring
initiative. It proposes a reinterpretation of the river with an integrated flood
management system, utilizing nature-based solutions to create a resilient
"Blue-Green Spine" that supports wildlife movement and fosters a resilient
ecosystem. We create a direct link between the urban lowlands and the
protected Penha Hill by filling in the gaps left by the infrastructure. We were
also focusing on revitalizing the Couros River and breaking up concrete
pavements to restore the natural bed wherever possible, transforming the
waterfront from a dangerous area to a vibrant community site.

Although adjacent to the biodiverse Green Ring, Bairro C remains physically
disconnected from it. The proposed solution involves creating “green fingers
to facilitate the flow of greenery into the urban area. The process involves
identifying existing urban green spaces that have the potential to form an
ecological network. The objective is to integrate these isolated patches into
continuous green wedges extending throughout the city and reaching Barrio
C's boundaries. Our strategy focuses not merely on visual appeal but on
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ecological restoration, advocating for the removal of invasive species like
Eucalyptus in favor of native plants, and the utilization of drought-tolerant
species for the granite slopes of Penha Hill and deep-rooted species along the
river to prevent erosion and mitigate urban heat.

In the Bairro C area, characterized by dense urbanization and industrialization,
the Focus shifts from blue-green infrastructure to the development of open
space and an ecological network. The strategy emphasizes outdoor
connections and aims to integrate natural and cultural elements, continuing
the established green connections throughout the area. We explored the
open-closed relationships of the open space network and categorized the
existing natural elements, searching for areas that can potentially serve as
both open spaces and green spaces.

For the last phase, the concept is still based on allowing nature back into the
urban space along the river as a shaping and organizing force. The opening up
of the area, the arcaded connections and the “room-park”-like space create a
more intimate, yet permeable urban environment. The project aims to be a
small-scale, yet complex urban and ecological valuecreating intervention that
actively operates from a community, environmental and Climate adaptive
perspective. By designing hiking trails that originate from our site, our goal is
to take people out into nature, introduce them to the beauty and diversity of
Penha Hill, the cultural heritage of the city, and the principles of nature-based
thinking in agriculture and Flood protection.

With our urban planning suggestions, we rewrite not just the physical area but
also the citizens' mental map. We foresee a Guimardes where nature, heritage,
and community once again form an organic union.















